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1. John Amaechi (1970 - ), is a retired American-born British NBA basketball player who currently works as a broadcaster and political activist in the United Kingdom.

In February 2007, after his retirement from the NBA, Amaechi became the first openly gay NBA player after coming out in his memoir Man in the Middle.

2. Imaan supports LGBT Muslim people, their families and friends, to address issues of sexual orientation within Islam. It provides a safe space and support network to address issues of common concern through sharing individual experiences and institutional resources.
Imaan promotes the Islamic values of peace, social justice and tolerance through its work, and aspires to bring about a world that is free from prejudice and discrimination against all Muslims and LGBT people. 
In September 1998, a group of us were brought together in London by an advert placed in the Pink Paper by visiting founder of Al Fatiha Foundation, the US gay Muslim group.

Back then, Muslims who were gay were not part of a discernable group. If anything we were part of a larger, mostly London-based Asian presence that congregated at gay Bhangra clubs like Club Kali and Shakti - if at all.

The need to reconcile Islam with sexuality seemed to coincide with a coming-of-age of a particular generation of gay people from Muslim backgrounds born in this country that had witnessed the growth of a gay culture in England. It was inevitable therefore that at some point they would start to ask, 'Why should I not be able to be both gay and Muslim?'

Al Fatiha UK was founded and evolved into Imaan - the Arabic word for 'Faith', which more closely expressed the ethos of the group and its members.

Imaan is an independent organisation run by volunteers and without external funding. 
For details of the next meeting please contact the Imaan Events Officer by email:  info@imaan.org.uk 

To network with other LGBT Muslims, friends, families and supporters, join the Imaan forum: http://www.forum.imaan.org.uk
 3. The Safra Project is a resource project working on issues relating to lesbian, bisexual and/or transgender women who identify as Muslim religiously and/or culturally (Muslim LBT women). The Safra Project was set up in October 2001 by and for Muslim LBT women. The issues faced by Muslim LBT women, and the (combination of) prejudices based on sexual orientation, gender identity, gender, religion, race, culture and immigration status that they experience, are unique and currently insufficiently addressed. 
The word Safra is related to the words for 'journey' and discovery' in many languages such as Arabic, Farsi and Urdu. The Safra Project does not seek to provide ultimate answers or solutions, and is not a faith group. Our ethos is one of inclusiveness and diversity.

4. Waheed Alli, Baron Alli (born 16 November 1964) is a British multimillionaire media entrepreneur and politician. He was co-founder and managing director of Planet 24, a TV production company, and managing director at Carlton Television Productions. He is currently chairman of both ASOS.com and Chorion Ltd. He is a Labour peer and is one of very few openly gay Muslim politicians in the world.

5. Rikki Beadle-Blair was born in July 1961, in Camberwell and raised in Bermondsey, both in south London. He is a British actor, director, screenwriter, playwright, singer, aerobics teacher, designer, choreographer/dancer and songwriter of West Indian origin. 

6. Dean Atta(1988 - ), poet, playright, actor. Dean Atta is 21 years old, of Jamaican and Greek Cypriot heritage and grew up in North West London. He is happiest on stage and has been performing from a young age in West End musicals as well as community theatre and poetry open mic nights. ‘My people are many and few, subdivisions of you. Substantial though some call us subhuman. Faggots and Negroes and those who use them, don’t thing your rights came overnight. So many people had to fight to get anything like rights, we ain’t there yet but we are gonna be. I am not a community outlaw, I am a community defender. Black and gay, you best remember. ’

7. Bayard Rustin counseled Dr Martin Luther King Jr. on the techniques of non-violent resistance.  Rustin (1912 - 1987) was a homosexual African American man who was instrumental in the community organising that led to the success of the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s. From 1978 Rustin lived in New York City with his partner Walter Naegle. Rustin died aged 75 from a perforated appendix. "Twenty-five, thirty years ago, the barometer of human rights in the United States were black people. That is no longer true. The barometer for judging the character of people in regard to human rights is now those who consider themselves gay, homosexual, or lesbian.[the barometer is the gay community] because it is the community which is most easily mistreated."   Bayard Rustin 1986

Few people are aware that it was an openly gay man that Dr. King tapped to organize the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 1963 March on Washington (where King gave his famous "I Have A Dream" speech). 

8. Alice Malsenior Walker (born February 9, 1944) is an African American author and poet. She has written at length on issues of race and gender, and is most famous for the critically acclaimed novel The Color Purple for which she won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. In March 2009, Alice Walker traveled to Gaza along with a group of 60 other female activists from the anti-war group Code Pink, in response to the controversial Israeli offensive of December 2008-January 2009. The purpose of the trip was to deliver aid, to meet with NGOs and residents, and to persuade Israel and Egypt to open their borders into Gaza. She planned to visit Gaza again in December 2009 to participate in the Gaza Freedom March
9. Justin Fashanu (19 February 1961 – 2 May 1998) was an English footballer, who played for a variety of clubs between 1978 and 1997. He was the first, and as of 2010 still the only, professional footballer to come out as gay, and was the first black player to command a £1m transfer fee. After moving to the United States, in 1998 he was questioned by police when a seventeen-year-old boy accused him of sexual assault. Fashanu committed suicide in May of that year, his suicide note reportedly claiming that the sex was consensual.

10. (News report 1998) When the film Fire opens in Indian cinemas it will undoubtedly cause outrage, enlightenment and confusion. Fire has already been shown in many other countries, but the Indian censor board wanted to give it a thorough examination.  It passed, and this powerful story of two sisters-in-law who fall in love, is being shown uncut in English and India's national language, Hindi. When the film was shown last year at two Indian film festivals, there were strong reactions, including negative ones from the influential social conservatives in India. But one group of people in the country is awaiting this film eagerly - the Indian lesbian community, which for years has maintained a silent, almost secret existence
