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INTRODUCTION

Following the well-documented success of last year’s LGBT History Month, Schools OUT felt it essential to continue and expand the initiative. Furthermore, we felt that it was important to build on and go beyond the successes of last year. 

This year some changes took place in the society around us: 

. 

· Schools that have specialist status will be able to become City Academies or Foundation Status Schools, receiving support from central government and from outside agencies; 

· The Teacher Support Network and The Times Education Supplement jointly produced a questionnaire for teachers on the subject of homophobic and heterosexist bullying; 

· OFSTED reported that schools must be safe spaces for all members of the community, including LGBT people;

· By the end of the year discrimination against LGBT people in the provision of goods and services will be illegal;

· Trevor Phillips in his interim report on equalities highlighted the need to tackle the reality of bullied LGB pupils’

Further to these developments, Sunderland University has launched a research project into homophobic bullying in schools, backed by the GTC.

 See appendix 1and 1a

These changes have an impact on the way society treats its LGBT members, and particularly on schools and their treatment of LGBT pupils, parents and staff. The inclusion of the provision of goods and services for LGB people will have a major impact on schools as service providers, and schools will need to adapt to the new legislation in order to avoid possible legal action. However, Foundation Status Schools and City Academies will be independent of LEA control and may choose to use the religious ethos tag to avoid their responsibilities to LGBT pupils, parents and staff. 

The TSN/TES questionnaire reveals alarming levels of homophobic abuse between: pupils and pupils; pupils and staff; staff and pupils; and staff and staff. This tells us that all schools are not safe spaces and there is much work to be done if schools are to continue to achieve good OFSTED reports and the DfES is to achieve its aim to make schools safe and welcoming places to all.

We hope this report will demonstrate that LGBT History Month is now a fundamental - and increasingly mainstream - event; not just in the sphere of education but throughout the entire public sector. But its central aim, which is to make lesbian, gay, bisexual and the transgendered visible in our present and in our past, is essential for the work to give equality to all LGBT people in our democracy and to create a safe and appropriate education for all.

THE PRELAUNCH

The Metropolitan Police and the Metropolitan Police Authority gave us a very prestigious national pre launch at the Empress State Building in Earls Court on the 23rd November 2005

With over a hundred people attending from a variety of mainstream and LGBT organisations. Other sponsors included:

Stonewall; Amnesty International; National union of Teachers; Galop; Gires; Schools OUT; Big Up; GMFA; Europride London 2006; Camden LGBT Forum; Norfolk Constabulary; ACAS; Drill Hall Theatre; Consortium; Crown Prosecution Service; OUT everywhere; A Place at the Table; BGMAG; Kirklees Safer Communities; Dti; DfES and of course: Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Service. 

Speakers included, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Rose Fitzpatrick, Dr Rictor Norton, Sarah Weir, Jeffrey Weeks, Kirsten Hearne, Persia West, Cyril Nri,

See    http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/news/prelaunch.htm
Galop presented an inscribed plate to commemorate the event and congratulate the hosts. Next years hosts will be able to have their name on the LGBT History Month memorial plate.

PATRONS

We were very proud that: Sarah Weir, Executive Director of the Arts Council, England; and Cyril Nri, actor, director and writer, consented to be patrons of LGBT History Month 2006.

Both spoke at the LGBT History Month Pre-launch. Cyril Nri attended several other events during the month.

See

 http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/documents/Patrons.doc
MEDIA

We hoped that we would receive more coverage – and more supportive coverage - from the mass media this year. Paul Patrick was particularly pro-active and appeared on a number of local radio stations. Of particular significance was his appearance on the Asian Network, where a very positive and in depth interview took place. 

Gaydar Radio promoted LGBT History Month and ran its own LGBT Hero in History poll throughout the Month. 

As to television coverage, Denise Robertson ran a feature on homophobic bullying on ITV’s This Morning. 

Teachers’ TV made a programme on how to tackle homophobic bullying that featured Schools Out’s Tony Fenwick and focussed on good practice in a Bolton Secondary, which it ran on National Anti-Bullying Week in November. 

See http://www.teachers.tv/strandProgrammeVideo.do?strandId=6&transmissionProgrammeId=212387

 HYPERLINK "http://www.teachers.tv/strandProgrammeVideo.do?http://www.teachers.tv/strandProgrammeVideo.do?strandId=6&transmissionProgrammeId=212387strandId=6&transmissionProgrammeId=212387" 
The LGBT press gave us a lot of support and encouragement.

The Pink Paper and Fyne Times were particularly supportive, as were Gay.Com, Rainbow Network and Out Everywhere among the LGBT multi-media. 

They promoted the month, ran supportive articles throughout, promoted events from the website and ran our logo. 

Fyne Times magazine ran a special feature entitled “Unsung Heroes”, which featured Sue Sanders for her work in founding LGBT History Month. 

Uk.gaynews.org.uk covered the story that there was a call for Pink Plaques to commemorate local famous LGBT people and pointed out that Manchester already had a LGBT heritage trial. This exactly demonstrates the creativity that the month can inspire, and shows that the culture change potential of the month can be in a permanent project as well as month based.

The mainstream press paid us little attention for the most part, except for the Daily Mirror and The Independent, who tried to cause us some embarrassment from a derogatory article in The Daily Mail. The Mail ran a page long story about the month, which was mocking and offensive. It featured a large photograph of Eddie Izzard, who has not spoken about LGBT History Month and is not, as far as we know, lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered! 
The Guardian mentioned us in two pieces in their Notes section of the Education supplement, but failed to produce the larger article that we had been assured it would feature. Moreover, the two brief mentions we did receive contained factual errors. http://education.guardian.co.uk/egweekly/story/0,,1682405,00.html
The TES was supportive and it ran a story about LGBT History Month in its article about the survey it had launched with the TSN.

http://www.tes.co.uk/search/story/?story_id=2186985
http://education.guardian.co.uk/egweekly/story/0,,1676654,00.html
We also received the unwelcome attention of the BNP, who featured us both on their website and in their newspaper. Among the professions, The Job, the Metropolitan Police service newspaper, ran an article praising the work that the LGBT strand desk did in raising the awareness of the Month across the boroughs. 

The National Union of Teachers promoted the month in its literature.

See appendix 2

The Nursing Standard produced a LGBT History Month special raising many crucial issues, including that of the School Nurse and the vital part they play in tackling all forms of bullying. 

See   http://www.ukgaynews.org.uk/Archive/2006feb/0801.htm
Sec Ed did a useful front page article on homophobia.

http://www.sec-ed.co.uk/cgi-bin/go.pl/news/article.html?uid=1216
SUPPORT FROM THE PROFESSIONS

The GTC produced a leaflet entitled “Are our Schools Safe Spaces?” 

The Learning and Skills Council produced a DVD that included a PowerPoint presentation about the effects of homophobic bullying. 

The DfES itself failed to include the month in its own in-house newspapers for the primary and secondary sector. 

The Milton Keynes  PCT and Thames Valley Police created mini-displays see   http://www.bucksgaylink.org.uk/news/article.asp?story=472
.SCHOOLS

The lesson suggestions, ideas for assemblies and resources from last year were revised, extended and published on the website for 2006.

We updated and added links to other sites.

At the request of schools and colleges we created a variety of different quizzes so that schools and other organisations could explore the issues in a more informal manner; some were based on visual images.

We added further material and lesson suggestions to the site.

Schools OUT Conference

Schools OUT, the initiator of LGBT History Month, held its AGM and annual conference in February at the Drill Hall in London. 

The Drill Hall is itself a vital LGBT theatre institution with a celebrated history of support for LGBT arts and political campaigning -  including  the arts and media campaign against section 28. The conference was attended by over a hundred people and was spoken to by

John Ford chair of LGBT Network DfES; Jan Bridget Lesbian Information Service, Dave Farrington of the LGBT Voluntary Consortium, Cyril Nri, Peter Tatchell, Hazel Wallace, late of the Metro, Elizabeth Atkinson University of Sunderland on her research into LGBT issues and primary schools, Caboodle Theatre Company, Hilary Bill, President of the NUT and Q Boy, gay rapper, who launched his new single at the conference. The day included workshops, and a theatrical performance in progress by young people of the Camberley Youth Theatre see http://www.schools-out.org.uk/conferences/docs/SOConferencerepot%202006.rtf
See appendix 3

A school in Luton included an exhibition of artwork from the University of Hertfordshire in its art gallery and promoted LGBT History Month and several initiatives against homophobic bullying in the final week of the month.

In Milton Keynes thanks to Brook Services and Q Space there was an hour’s silence during lunchtimes in some schools to demonstrate how LGBT people have been silenced throughout history. Some concern was raised that the coverage in the local paper might have frightened the schools. A greater commitment to the issues in general and the Month in particular from the DfES may well prevent this from happening in future.

See appendix 4

http://qalliance.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=32&Itemid=5
In Greenwich the Metro Centre organised a local cinema to have showing of ”The Laramie Project”. 

See appendix 5

Reading's Development Education Centre produced a very useful leaflet on the month linking it to tackling racism in the their Enews: 

see http://www.risc.org.uk/pdf/2ryJan06.pdf
Tower Hamlets School Library Service produced a very vibrant leaflet which gave information on the Month, linked users to the LGBT History Month website and their resources on the issue. See:

http://www.lgfl.net/lgfl/leas/tower-hamlets/accounts/THe%20Grid/thsls/homepage/lgbthistory/
WISE THOUGHTS www.wisethoughts.org held several events in London.

Pink Singer held a short recital at Wood Green Library. 

LGBT shorts - a screening of LGBT short films engaging with LGBT issues at Wise Thoughts. 

Diversity with LGBT communities - a lunchtime discussion exploring the diversity that exists with the LGBT community held at Civic Centre. 

 

 

Sheffield CC had an event to celebrate the Month on the 24th February in the Town Hall. It also promoted the month to schools and public offices through an article on its website and emailing to all schools.  See: http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/your-city-council/equality-and-diversity/sexual-orientation-transgender/lgbt-history-month 

The Safer Schools Partnership, which is a major networking tool for a variety of issues in schools, promoted the event and provided links on its website to all our bulletins.

 See: http://www.saferschoolpartnerships.org/ssp-topics/news-menu.htm
We know of at least 3 training events that took place in schools for staff in tackling homophobia creating safe spaces provided by the Chrysalis Team. 
www.thechrysalisteam.co.uk
We need the DfES  to publicly support the celebrating of LGBT History Month  It is essential to the further development of the work in schools and colleges. We are aware that since Section 28 schools are wary of tackling these issues. There needs to be a major campaign to move them into the mainstream. LGBT History Month cannot do this alone.

The launching of the guidance on tackling Homophobia in February 2007 will go  some way to achieve  this however we do need the DfES to make use of the Month proactively in other ways: 

· issuing press releases to the mainstream press; 

· include the month in their own publications;

· acknowledge publicly their sponsorship of the Month.

Universities, colleges and students’ unions

In 2006 here were hosts of events organised by Universities, Colleges and Students’ Unions this year - and many probably never made it to the Month’s website. Special note must be made of the contributions of Durham, Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, York and  Goldsmith’s College Students’ Unions who celebrated the Month by organising LGBT Awareness Weeks, all of which receiving the full support and financial assistance from the Universities themselves!

The Open University commissioned a large display for their library.

Huddersfield University with other partners including the police instigated a year-long history project, which will be presented in February next year.

http://ichuddersfield.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0330features/tm_objectid=16754006%26method=full%26siteid=50060-name_page.html
Given that the one of the main aims of this project is to raise the issues in education we are keen to develop more proactive partnerships with education authorities, schools, colleges and universities both locally and nationally.

EVENTS

Our goal was to attract as many events as possible to the Month and to ensure that as many people as possible would be able to attend them.

We were particularly supported in this by:

· The Metropolitan Police Service and Metropolitan Police Authority with thePre-Launch of the Month in November 2005.

· The Big Gay Read: an initiative supported by BT, that amounted to a national 
poll for the best novel in the LGBT sector.

· OUT!everywhere http://www.outeverywhere.com/gay/site.html   


who  offered to promote all the events on our website on their own site, which meant that we reached a very different and large LGBT audience.

An events application form designed and published 

http://www.lgbthistorymonth.org.uk/documents/events%20submission%20form.doc
in December so that events’ organisers could begin to publicise and promote their events on the website. It was a document in WordPad format - and as such it was easily accessible and could be sent back immediately to the website. It also contained boxes with requests for accessibility information. We felt that this was appropriate in that it would meet the demands of the Disability Discrimination Act and enable events organisers to provide details of accessibility for potential users rather than expecting them to find out details for themselves.

By mid-January 54 events had been put onto the website and it was clear that this did not reflect what was happening out there, so we took the decision to be more pro-active. We perceived these to be the difficulties:

· People did not have the time or the knowledge to complete the disabled access information;

· Some organisers were using the Month but not promoting their events on the website;

· There was disparity among regions;

· Events in the voluntary sector depended on goodwill and spare time on the part of their promoters.

With these considerations in mind, it was decided to have a person paid to help organisers promote events during the final weeks of January and the first weeks of February. 

At the outset, we got to grips with the issue of disability access and facilities. The form was not easy to fill in and it was time consuming, but we maintained that this was no excuse for “watering it down”, since this would mean that the onus would be for disabled users to find information for themselves rather than having it at hand. Firstly, the events application form was amended and a help guide was included in the response boxes for the disability access and facilities information. Second, an offer was made to help fill in access information for those who did not have time to complete the forms themselves. Third, a rider was included so that a name could be provided for anyone who had questions about access and facilities.

Following that, we looked at events organised by university students unions and LGBT organisations throughout the country and invited many of them to promote their February activities on the site. Then we approached people who had organised events but had not used the website itself. Some had cited the Month in their promotional literature and some had even used our logo. Finally we wrote to LGBT organisations in the 3 areas that had not promoted any events for the Month and asked them to do so. 

This year there was a better response from the regions. We anticipated that there would be a larger number of events in the capital, with a representative number of events in Manchester and Brighton and other metropolitan areas. Whilst this was the case, it must be said that a large number of events took place outside these areas. 

In particular, Scotland set up its own committee in Edinburgh and paid a worker to organise and encourage events. This resulted in a host of events in Glasgow and Edinburgh and throughout Scotland, with ‘Our Story, a discussion and storytelling event based in local histories, touring the country. Wales, with no events in 2005, also did us proud.

Milton Keynes, Stockport and Luton organised a particularly large number of events in England. 

There was only one event in Northern Ireland. 

Within London, Southwark, Islington, Camden and Lambeth organised a wide range of events with all the boroughs contributing something.

All of these initiatives were successful and we had over 160 events on the site by the end of February. In terms of hits, this was the most popular page on the site.

We designed a form to obtain feedback that was sent out to all events organisers via e-mail and from a request sent by the Schools Out secretary. 

See Appendix 6

There are far too many events to mention here, but the range and scope was much wider than last year and public bodies made an essential and substantial contribution. These are categorised below.

Broken Rainbow a national organisation that supports and campaigns around the issue of LGBT domestic violence held their conference during the Month.
See appendix 7

The DHS for the second year running held a very prestigious event, which they used to launch further initiatives and to display the LGBT patients / service users photographs that were collected at the Taster to Health Open day on 11th February. The photos will shortly be placed on the NHS photo library. http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/EqualityAndHumanRights/EqualityAndHumanRightsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4102667&chk=sVzqRJ
See appendix 8

Many councils held their own events to raise the profile of LGT issues, both as a service provider and employer.

Southwark Council built on their substantial success of last year, they had several events and have decided that given Lambeth their neighbouring borough also set up a variety of events this year they will work together next year to enable a fuller calendar with no clashing dates.

http://www.southwark-lgbt.org/page9.htm
Islington, Tower Hamlets, Hammersmith and Fulham and Brent were amongst the London councils that held events for more information see below.

It is worth noting that in a London Borough a worker says in their report on the month:

“A substantial measure of the success of LGBT and Black History Month’s must be how well support the month’s are by schools.  LGBT History Month faced challenges in getting the schools to participate when they have so many competing interests.  Posters were developed as part of the month to be taken into schools I also prepared an event proposal, which would have provided an opportunity for the Council to:

· Acknowledge the contribution that LGBT people in the education sector have made 
· Facilitate networking between LGBT education staff who may be isolated within their work environments 
· Receive feedback from LGBT staff identifying their key concerns about being LGBT within Schools and what they would like to see the Council doing to support LGBT issues within education 

· Publicly support the partners of LGBT education staff who may be invisible and excluded from staff events for a number of reasons. 
The Council officer who received this proposal failed to make any response or do anything with it and consequently, the event did not occur; this may be due to reasons we were unaware of.  This was disappointing as it would have been an excellent opportunity for the Council to engage with its LGBT education staff and their supporters.”

It was noticeable that council events round the country when organised often found that education were not present.

For a bigger picture of the events that happened round the country read

Paul Patrick’s and Sue Sanders’ diaries of the month.

See appendix 9

 Paul Patrick includes information on the following events:

Manchester University

York University

Edinburgh

Museum of London

Department of Constitutional Affairs Rainbow Network.

Stockport Age Concern

Big Gay Read British Telecom Headquarters in London 

North London Sixth Form College staff inset on Tackling homophobia the Chrysalis Team

Burnley’s Gay Pub, The Garden Bar

Islington Libraries honoured the lives that Joe Orton and his lover Kenneth Halliwell

Durham University to open their LGBT Awareness week.

Birmingham City Council LGBT Network meeting

Crown Prosecution Service training day on LGBT issues. Birmingham 

NUS lobby of Parliament

Luton LGBT Group after their AGM

See Appendix 10 

Sue Sanders diary includes information on the following events

MPs market place

Southwark Stephen Bourne TV shows

Off the Cuff at Greenwich film theatre

Wandsworth LGBT Walk

literary evening. Valerie Mason John, Stella Duffy, Jake Arnott, Chris Fowler and Paul Burston

Waltham Forest Council LGBT History month day

http://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/lgbt-history-month.doc
Stockwell Park inset training of staff

The Green Southwark oral history Tim Redford, Pascal Brannan, Linda Bellos, Sue Sanders

Transport For London LGBT History Month Event

Brent Council See  appendix 11

The Crown Prosecution Service 

Youth Service

Nottingham “Tackling Homophobia and Heterosexism” training for Council Workers

Wandsworth Library See appendix 12

Scotland 
In Scotland, ‘Our Story’, a discussion and storytelling event based on local histories, toured the country http://www.ourstoryscotland.org.uk/. It received funding from the Scottish Arts Council. There was also a host of events in Glasgow Edinburgh and at several Universities. Further to this, the Scottish Executive organised a reception to promote the Month at Edinburgh Castle, and paid a worker for four months to promote the Month. They worked closely with LGBT Youth Scotland on the promotion. The Scottish Executive also used the Month to encourage all Scottish museums to produce an LGBT catalogue for visitors. The organisers of the Rainbow City Exhibition have kindly sent us a transcript of their presentation at the opening, which includes lots of useful ideas and information.

See appendix 13
Libraries and Museums

Above all it was public institutions like libraries and museums that played an extensive role in making LGBT History Month the great success that it was this year. 

The Museum of London held a one day Conference on the first Saturday of the month, with speakers - including Peter Tatchell, Maureen Duffy and Paul Patrick - and The London Gay Men’s Chorus. There was also a month long freestanding exhibition in the foyer. The exhibition would have been seen by at least 35,933

people as it was in the foyer for the month.  It is a sign of the public’s comfort with the development of this work that only one complaint was received. For an evaluation of these events 

See Appendix 14

The Newcastle Museum held an LGBT History exhibition with a national and local timeline. 

Stockport Museum had a month long exhibition.

The five main libraries in Kent made displays to promote the event.

Libraries throughout the nation were keen to participate; sometimes as individual institutions and sometimes in groups. 

These mainly took the form of displays and book exhibitions but some were more adventurous and interactive, as this account of an event arranged at Todmorden Library in Calderdale shows.

http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/libraries/events/chapters/2006/gay-lesbian.html
	On Saturday February 4 – a superb event was held at Todmorden Library as part of our contribution to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) History Month. The tickets were gone within 3 days of being made available! 

An audience of 65 turned up for the afternoon. James Nash talked about his writing and did a brilliant job holding the discussion together between well known author and poet Jackie Kay and editor of Diva magazine Jane Czyzselska.

Helena Whitbread gave an excellent talk on Anne Lister and has a new book due out soon. The history element was backed up by the great display by West Yorkshire Archives.

Jan Bridget’s Todmorden based GALYIC (Gay and Lesbian Youth in Calderdale) group provided a display of materials and information on the services they provide.

We had positive comments on all the various book displays and James hosted a great discussion around the Big Gay Read promotion. Books were issued, books were sold and books were signed by authors!

Lots of wine, cheese, fun ,and positive feedback with requests for more events like these!


Overall there were too many events and too many participating libraries and museums to mention, but it is essential to assert that these public institutions make the month accessible to all, irrespective of age, gender, race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, disability or political conviction. 

Their work made us visible to all and that is why they were essential to the success of the Month.

They will also over time give teachers and schools confidence to participate more fully. 

The Criminal Justice System

The Metropolitan Police gave us invaluable support and were crucial in assuring its success this year. Apart from their financial support, they provided the venue - the Empress State Building - and the catering for the London launch of the month. They also had their own in house events, including an exhibition, quiz and an evening of entertainments. They promoted the event in their newsletter, together with a ‘Market Place’ of stalls run by relevant groups among the LGBT community, both at New Scotland Yard and The Empress State Building.

See appendix 15

The Crown Prosecution Service also gave their support this year.  
See above. 

The Prison Officers’ Association had an LGBT Conference during the Month.

See above.

WEBSITE

For the second year running Ian from It’s Your Website was web technician for LGBT History Month. He completely redesigned the website in September, then he worked an average of one or two hours every day on updating content, particularly news and events as the month came nearer. He liaised with other individuals and groups on content, in particular with Christine Burns from Press for Change, who provided much of the trans perspective material 

 Here are some of the very comprehensive websites statistics:             

1918 websites have a link back to our website

VISITORS BETWEEN 1 JAN and 29 APRIL (BREAKDOWN FROM TOTAL OF 114, 345 VISITS)

[image: image10.png]{17,713 /index.htm
!s.m /robots.txt




 

We have over 700 people on our mailing list, with more requesting to be put on it every week, even now. 

See appendix 16


We now have a search engine on the website and the ability to have podcasts which will also mean that we can start to build   an oral history on the site.

Finances

Although the month is still organised and run on a voluntary basis, we received a grant of £20,000 from the DfES;

£2,500 from the Metropolitan Police Authority; 

£2,000 from the Crown Prosecution Service;  

£1,000 from Transport for London. 

With the exception of the DfES they were all proud to see their logos featured on our website. 

We are very grateful for these contributions because they have enabled us to:

· redesign, maintain and develop the website – including a fuller and more easily accessible calendar - 

· provide a wider range of resources, lesson and assembly suggestions, further advice on staging events - 

· engage more fully with the media and multimedia to publicise the Month and to respond to media and multimedia queries –

· engage more fully with LGBT groups nationwide - 

· engage more fully with all groups and organizations that play a role in the development of local and national culture: schools, colleges, libraries, art galleries, theatres, cinemas, councils, unions, community groups, police forces, workplaces, churches, mosques or temples - 

· maintain mailing list and regular mailings – 

· organise Pre-launch and launches nationwide during the Month - 

· liaise with other individuals, groups and organisations with similar and mutually supportive aims –

· write report of LGBT History Month 2006 and distribute to DfES and other grant providers and supporters. 

Due to the funding we received, we were able to afford for members to work full time for a couple of months on the project in January and February. This was crucial, and enabled the calendar to be updated, the media contacted, events attended and bulletins to be written. However it is now essential that we gain funding for fulltime staff to encourage the development of the project.

This was in addition to paying the web technician who updated the website daily.

The website is obviously the foundation of the project and we are pleased that we have managed to produce an up to date, accessible clear and informative website.

With the addition of a pod cast facility, we hope to develop the oral side of our work and make it freely and widely available.

 CONCLUSION

LGBT history Month 2006 can certainly be called a success, 

· we had more traffic in the site; 

· we had more events on our calendar; 

· we provided access details or raised the issue on most events;

· we have more bulletin subscribers;

· We had a prestigious event at the London Museum, which starts an ongoing relationship;

· We enabled several organisations to work extensively with schools;

· Scotland has now appointed a full time LGBT History Month coordinator.

We can definitely claim that LGBT History Month is the biggest national LGBT cultural event.

We have said elsewhere in the document that to make LGBT History Month 2007 the success it deserves we need:

· More funding –to enable a full time coordinator;

· Earlier funding-to enable us to work in the knowledge of what our resources will be;

· Media support-our sponsors working with us on a media strategy;

· The DfES logo on our site- to give the site credibility to schools.

We need to:

· Develop and explore effective links with educational organisations;

· Write more curriculum material for schools;

· Provide copy that can be used by schools for publicizing the Month.

We know that LGBT History Month is now established on many diversity calendars round the country, which is having a positive effect on the homophobic and heterosexist culture.

To some extent the month has developed some of its own momentum, we aim however to nurture that and make LGBT History Month 2007 and consecutive years even more effective.

List of appendices

Appendix 1

Challenging homophobia - General Teaching Council for England online 

discussion 

Appendix 1a

Invisible Boundaries - ESRC/BERA Sexualities SIG Seminar Series 2005-7

Appendix 2

Article published in The Teacher December 2005

Appendix 3

Schools Out Conference

Appendix 4

Milton Keynes Youth Service, the Anti-Bullying Network, Brook and Q:space LGBT centre.

Appendix 5

Metro Centre - LGBT History Month Project Overview

Appendix 6

LGBT History Month - Post events questionnaire.

Appendix 7
'We're Here Too' - Broken Rainbow conference
Appendix 8

Department of Health event

Appendix 9

Paul Patrick’s Diary

Appendix 10

Sue Sanders’ Diary

Appendix 11

Outing Intolerance - Brent

Appendix 12

Press releases from Wandsworth Council

Appendix 13

Edinburgh’s Remember When Project

Appendix 14

Museum of London Study Day

Appendix 15

Article for the Gay Police Association by PS Amanda Gutierrez-Cooper

Appendix 16

LGBT History Month website statistics for February 2006

PAGE  
18

